Manchester 17 – Combined “Dead Easy” & “Shallcross” Trial 2 April ‘06 – Report

“You, me and some Mud!”

There was a change to the usual format for the clubs first Dead Easy trial of the season, with the Shallcross Trial losing it’s venue due to it being waterlogged, it was decided the “Dead Easy” crew would host them with the introduction of a hard route.

Victory Quarry, on the outskirts of Buxton, is notoriously open to the weather, providing little shelter for the riders or, more importantly, the observers (yet again doing a sterling job) and with the rain getting heavier during the day it was pretty miserable conditions.
Amazingly eighty six riders and a full complement of ten observers, decided to don their waterproofs and brave the elements, proving yet again that little will deter the trials fraternity from a good days sport, or possibly that, as one onlooker commented, “they’re all mad!”
Of the eighty six entrants, twenty one arrived to tackle the additional expert route, and with the ground soon cutting up to mud, it was a very testing course indeed.  Ultimately it was local ace John “Youme” Hulme, following up on his excellent ride at the Jack Wood trial the weekend before, who gave the others a riding lesson, losing just 19 marks, 20 marks ahead of runner up Mark Atkinson.
Section 5 was the most testing on this route, with only seven of the riders recording anything other than a five, with Youme dropping a total of nine over the four laps.

On the two “Dead Easy” format courses the riders had to contend with very difficult conditions underfoot, and whilst the sections were marked out allowing for the wet conditions, the organisers were slightly surprised by how badly the ground cut up and became extremely slippery between, and leading up to the sections.  

The muddy conditions caused many “dismounts” and much pushing, but the riders seemed to generally enjoy their toil with the bike, the weather & the mud!  Of the 65 riders on these two courses only 2 retired.
On the easier of the two routes Michael Bartholemew got round for 17 dabs, the bulk of which were on section nine, a simple enough looking section that turned extremely slippery once the mud came through.  Tony Stones was 6 marks behind on 23 and Alan Critchlow got his 225 James got round for 24 marks.
Alex Williams on his Gas Gas had an excellent ride dropping just 5 marks on the harder of the Dead Easy courses mastering the tricky section five with just a solitary dab, Montesa mounted John Shipley followed on 11 and Beta rider, Graham Teale finished on 13.
The club wishes to thank the observers and riders for their support and for turning up in such miserable conditions!
The next Dead Easy trial is on the Bank Holiday Monday, 1st May at Wrights Farm, Haslin, Buxton, check the TMX for details.
Summary of Results

Dead Easy Trial - Easy (White) Route

M Bartholemew 
17
T Stones 
23
A Critchlow 
24

Dead Easy Trial - Harder (Yellow) Route

A Williams 
5
J Shipley 
11
G Teale 

13

Masters Trial - Expert (Red/Blue) Route

J Hulme 

19
M Atkinson 
39
C Baker 

44
